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Abstract

This study is carried out based on the ghost tales in Strange Stories from a Chinese
Studio. It focuses on the variations between good and evil sides of ghosts, and makes
a comparison between reasons of changes for this work and previous ones. Also, it
explores the relationship between the description of the ghosts and the life experience
and thoughts of the author, Pu Songling. By connecting the variation of ghosts to the
meta-meanings of the work Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio, we may
understand how Pu expressed himself in the form of ghosts, used ghosts to be
sarcastic and critical about the society of that time in romantic creations, and
depended on his Utopian thoughts. This dissertation is composed of six chapters and
the following is the synopsis:

Chapter One: Overview. In this chapter, research motives and goals are explained. 111
ghost stories out of the 491 works in Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio are
selected. Besides, the work frame of the dissertation, literature reviews, and
references will be involved.

Chapter Two: Pu Songling and Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio. I explore the
causes of how Pu’s life experience and background fostered the feelings of solitude
and fury, and how background characteristic of times influenced the scholars of that
time. Next, I illuminate the creation process of Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio
and analyze the relationship between the philosophy of Pu and the moral lessons
behind the book.

Chapter Three: The similarities and dissimilarities between ghosts in Strange Stories
from a Chinese Studio and those in other supernatural stories in Northern and
Southern Dynasty. I use the diachronic method to analyze the discrepancies among
the authors’ intents, the images of ghosts, and the relationship between humans and
ghosts so as to be a thesis for further discussion of the variations of ghosts.

Chapter Four: The variations of ghosts in Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio. 1 use
textual analysis to categorize five types of evil ghosts and six types of good ghosts,
explore how Pu made analogies of evil ghosts to its good ones in his tales and

compared the inner meanings between good ghosts and evil men, and then explain the
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dual metaphors of the variations of ghosts in Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio.
Chapter Five: The use of trauma narration in literature in the variations of ghosts. In
terms of trauma narration in literature, we understand Pu’s experiences and changes of
his mental status on national affairs, personal career, and marriages based on his
biography. Then, we analyze how Pu presented his traumatic experiences in the form
of scholars in Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio and reconstructed the ideal life
by shaping the images of ghosts.

Chapter Six: Conclusion. In this chapter, an inductive result of the variations of ghosts

and the implications is involved.

Key words: Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio, good ghosts, trauma narration

in literature
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